M from brand-new companies. I 


usually glance over these to see if they're 
any good, because I’m always looking for 
new comics to add to the very small list of 
non-AP books Í read. More often than not 
(much more often), I end up putting these 
comics back because they’re poorly drawn 
or written, lack originality, or simply don’t 
intrigue me. But I always try to read the 
effusive editorials that blare forth from the 
inside front or back covers. 

You see, good or bad, new companies 
almost always gleam with a certain lustre 
of happy optimism. They’ ve just come on 
the scene, their dream of being in 
comicdom is at hand, and this, their first 
issue, represents an unprecedented 
opportunity to speak to the masses — to let 
everyone in on their grand plans. They 
rarely hesitate to do so. 

When I read these beaming expositions 
on Big Ideas, New And Different Comics, 
A Dedication To Quality, and Making 
Comics Fun Again, I sometimes shake my 
head ruefully. More often than not, the 
aspirations of these new companies are _ 
completely out of sync with their level of 
talent. It’s difficult not to see their 
editorials as badly written puffery, totally 
blind to the woeful lack of ability their 
attached comics display. It’s difficult not to 
scoff at and even resent the dreck that finds 
its way to the shelves just because some 
sap has a few thousand dollars to invest in 
color separations and a meager print run. 

But usually, something in these 
bombasts of ambition touches a certain 
spot in me and makes me sympathize with 
their writers. 

Tt hasn't been all that many years since 
the Antarctic Press started up, nor since I 
first became editor of Mangazine. In those 
early days (and, some would probably say, 
even in recent months), these fingers typed 
their share of goofy editorials whose 
themes spoke grandly of things much 
greater than our talent pool at the time 
could produce. I’m certainly not in any 
position to cast the first stone at tiny 


— ea 


D DREAMERS 


companies trying desperately to turn their 
dreams into four-color reality. 

This medium is a medium of fantasy. 
It's a medium built upon visions of other 
worlds, and dreams of creating something 
worthwhile. One could argue that many 
of these small companies could use a 
dose of harsh reality, that their bubbles 
need bursting. But | find it unfair to 
begrudge them their hopes. The market 
will perform that function for me — it 
will bestow on them weak and dwindling 
sales, the headaches of printing deadlines, 
the crunch of cash-flow troubles and 
distributors who may drop them if their 
circulation falls too low. So they don’t 
need me wishing them ill. 

I give them their due. I read their 
editorials, written in that shining moment 
of glory as they ready their first book for 
pubi ication. I look over their books. And 
if I see potential in their work, something 
intriguing, substance that shows at least 
the promise of worth, then I give them 
my $2.50, or $2.95, and hope that when I 
get home, their book will bring me the 
Few minutes of diversion and entertain- 
ment they've worked so hard to deliver. 
hat’s what this industry is about, and 
that’s what I think allowed our company 
to survive past those years when we had 
more potential than we did polish — the 
willingness to indulge someone else's 
dreams. 

If we ever loose that willingness 
retailers feel they’ve been burned once 
too often by crappy independents, if 
distributors make their policies too 
restrictive for fledgling companies . . . or 
even if readers just don’t make the effort 
to look over everything that’s on the 
shelves — it will be a sad day for the 
comics industry. 


{ΠΝ 


Editor in Chief 


if 


— 


— 
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|1000, Kids! А career іп comics is fun, exciting and profitable! Just ask 
Joe Wight, creator of Twilight X, after a recent store signing! 


| Before Career in Comics After 


This month has been, by my recollection, 
the most exciting month in memory. I spent 
two weeks at Image Comics working for Top 
Cow helping them color and 
Codename: Stryke Force, Cyber 
Cyber Force 
nds at Top Cow, especially Marc & 
Brian, Tyson, Nick and Glen for their 
nd their invaluable guidance 


patience 


By the time I got back. so much had 
happened at Antarctic Press that I scarcely 
recognized the schedule. The up and coming 
Warrior Nun Areala Ashcan (written and drawn 
by Ben Dunn) came back from the printer and 
looks hot! is a member of a small group 
ite nuns who protect the faith from the 
wicked with more than just harsh words. When 
a rash of demonic killings target New York 
churches, Areala and Magic Priest team up to 
atan's hellish minions. Warrior Nun 
reala ships in December 

g 
се! Kuni Kimura, our 
-maniac, has informed me that 


Anime fans 
intrepid man, 
we've secu 
Gojin to the 17.5. According to Kuni, the 
something like "Ultraman in feudal Japan 
Sounds cool. Its written and drawn by Yutaka 
Kaudo, and will be coming sometime next 
year. = 


d the rights to bring a series called 


A warm welcome to Kris Overstreet, who's 
joined the AP staff this month. He'll be helping 
Ray Elliot in the ever-burgeoning mail-order 
department to bring you your back issue orders 
in a timely manner. Also, Pat Kelly, production 
guy and touch-up wizard, rejoins us after a 
brief absence. Seems like he was off training 
be an officer in the Army. When he got back 1 
swore I heard him say, “Those Army drill 
sergeants were as tough as wet spaghetti 
compared to the whip- ave-driving 
taskmasters at AP.” Of course, I could be 


mistaken. ar 
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Here Comes а Candle 


ND SHOULDN'T νου GE WHERE SHOULD WE BE, WITH OUR 
OLOR, THERE, MEETING QWN BEAUX A-FLITTING AFTER 
YOUR BRIDEGROOM? ДЫ; Маай STEPMOTHER Д 


yos 

(М 
у 
iN 


FLOUNCEE! DIVA! 
YoU STARTLED МЕ, 


WAS WAITING FOR 
NCE τὸ SPEAK WITH 


B LADY BOUFFANT- 
cd 


7 BUT MOTHER 15 BUSY WIT, 
GE Her Gues τοι 2,2 z ἘΝ 


KO 
QUITE READY. BUT 


ELVES ARE 
А5 WELL 


NATURALLY, NONE WOULD HOLD AGAINST 
YouR INTENDED), HIS FATHER'S TASTE 
FOR LOWGORN WENCHES. 


{ FREP C 
NS BE 
^. - | 
> >. s 2 AND WHO WOULD DARE SPEAK AGAINST ANY 
ζ RELATIVE OF А DUELLIST WITH SUCH A DEADLY 
| 


Оң, BUT NEVER! EVERYONE ДЕБ» THAT à D 
THE BACIK- COUNTRY. STOMS BELONG REPUTATION? HAVE YOO HEARD THE STORIES, MY DEAR? 
TO AN OLDER AND CRUDER TIME. ή | Imm WHAT А TEMPER НЕ MUST НАМЕ? i t 


[PooR, Poor FELICE! FORCED To MARRY А HoT-BLOODED BARBARIAN Y| 
SUCH AS THAT! AND 15 IT TRUE THAT HIS LAST DUEL 
LEFT HIM HORRIBLY DISFIGURED ? ДТ 


A^ 


BUT SHE'S GONE! NOW, L KNOW THE 
NEW SCHOOL OF THOUGHT HOLDS 
THAT FOLKS’ SHAPES ARE 
IMMATERIAL: STIL 


m 
(2 


Ү-Ү09 ATE HER À Ves) 
i YESTERDAY, 
aS MY LORD-- - 


X ~ 
AN a 


(КІ 


ТТТ 
wa K 
Wee ШШ 
5 THEN BRING mE MY 
GOLDEN HARPSICHORD! 


1 DO MAINTAIN 

THAT THE CAT-FOLK 
X, ARE HARD ом ONE'S 
^ BUT You ATE THAT 


22 
n 
2) 
“д | THIS MORNING - ~~ 
Wy м2 
> 4 YOU GooD-FOR- NOTHING! Got 
Qe "CURL UP IN THE CHIMNEY-CORNER, 
- | WON'T FORCE MY HORRIBLY 
2 [|] Š DISFIGURED SELF upon | É 
2 1 μὴ 5 хес TENENT l'm ΟΕΕ SUCH GAMES OF TRIVIAL 
A TO LOOK, DARLING? K SOME | [MANIPULATION ARE MEAT AND 
\ po 65 DS HOPE THAT It maY STAY ДИД Low BORN гү l|. | BRINK To FLOUNCEE AND DIVA, 
ἰ De ROPE TITE FOR VIOLENCE. — YI WENCHES! ДІ: | AND OTHERS oF THEIR CLASS. 


THE RUMORS SERVE THOMAS IN ONE БЕЗ 


TEST THEIR PROWESS AT HIS EXPENSE 
М” - 2 τ. 
WO SCORE OPPONENTS DOWNED, 
AND AT HIS AGE? I'D мот CHALLEN 
SAVE TO A DUEL OF WITS, 


Τι HIS NowW- FORMIDABLE 
REPUTATION DISCOU RAGES THE YOUNGER LORDS' INCLINATIONS To 


LOOK, A 


SPLENDID. 


Gg HIM, 
PERHAPS. = 


CRS 


FOR OUR SON! 


ROYAL AUDIENCE 


a SIT 
мот? 


Hots DARE You, cud 
Eum MIND rA CONSOLING HERSELF 
For тооп, (055, 
INK, Τι NO DOUBT. 
TH 
HE'D be BATTLE WITH THE PRESENTATION -DAY IS A FRESH 
N UNARMED OPPONENT? TRIUMPH), ALTHOUGH THOMAS 15 PUZZLED 
Б I ra BY THE NGS INS) GENCE THO HS must 
ШЕСІ | Promise T8 ABSTAIN FROM DUELLING=- 
СЕЛТ a PITY YOULL кизү ү кт à - "ESSE MAD, Bor μα S HE 
r ІК THEIR MAJESTIES EXPRESSLY WISHED IT, Ju 
THE RANA ONES ARG ME EN i I'D OBEY BUT WITH LADY FELICE ABSENT, LOVE-STROCK YOUNG FOOL 
DISAPPOINTING, BUT THE QUEEN'S Тыл COMPANY MIGHT BE RATHER ROYAL PROOR εις үте 
BALLS ARE BIGGER YET! p DEPRESSING. FORGIVE ME. p= 4j | ης 
7 7 SOM | I) p 
nel 7 TD | M = i 
ts l| 1$ MY DAUGHTER 
Zatch | AVOIDING HIM? 
& OYINI DOES SHE WISH TO 
í ια SAL RUIN mE? ұ 
i 1 dier 
ξ Y Ñs = | 3097 
| [^ 
κ |, 
B s 
= Fo eis 
^ $ AS NNN Д 
THERE WILL BE Music BY 24 АЦ " == 
WOLFBANE BEROX-ARTS, 2А 
` THES SAME WHO COMPOSED Р DOES MY LADY 
i HE MUSIC FoR тоог. =< NOT LIKE music 
OWN WEDDING JY / AND DANCING? 
i k ==. - ME SENSING THE SITUATION DETERIORATING. 
uf = жат = MALKIN MOVES TO RESOLVE THE MATTER. 
τ ЭЧ рр CNET БЕ Such accu] WR TES nim rs a 
= Б τον HER, POLITICAL BLUNDERT 
Я à BEST THAT FELICE 
BUT, TES! EVERYONE KNOWS een GS OVERCOME THIS 
THAT FELICE WILL DO 3 2 AN STRANGE SHYNESS 
THE MINUET WITH WITHOUT DELAY? 
ANYONE: 
a DA τε 
E a 
ae ὦ жек 
Ss 49 52 c 4 
κ (0 М; 
жа ο) M 2 
3 - 
$4 ^f 
Z ` - 
= a 
N / 7 id 
SHE SHALL HAVE Ë 
MUSIC WHEREVER 
SHE GOES, IF qM EN 
THAT ΩΙ. 
PLEASE HER. 2 


1 HAVE ιτ! 


Sean 
Vall 


ComE του HOME 
tolTH ME THIS 
EVENING. 


аа сынаны 

А PITY MY LADY WIFE IS 

nor Ат HOME ТО MEET You. 
о 

SHE TRA › FOR HER, 


THIS IS AN UNEXPECTE] 
HONOR, SIR. THE LADY D 
S ILL NOT ве 
D UPSET BY тт ARRIVING 

у>, UNANNOUNCED, 
TRUST? 


ШШ 
III 
VER / 
VEL WITH Him” 2 = 
-1 CAN SAY. 2 т F 
| HAVE BROUGHT Ti | 1 HAVE PRESERVED THE MOMENT. 
HERE CHILD} HAYE OR HERE OF OUR MEETING, 1 
Т THIS 15 THOMAS, (2 FOREVER. 
LORD PUSS-IN- BOOTS, А 


=== 
яц № 
IT Looks AS 
THOUGH YOU'VE 
BROKEN YOUR 
WATCH. y 


po 


{ "Y FIRST SIGHT OF You Ἢ 
P'S MORE PRECIOUS THAN 

/ANYTHING I OWN, LADY FELICE, 
17 Sout INCLUDED. т 


BY HEAVEN, I'D 
SWEAR THEY WERE 
MEANT FOR EACH OTHER! 


^y NNOT AS BAD AS i» AND HE SEEMS SINCERE! 
x 52) Up FEARED, Έτ. ITSELF IS A 
^ 7 Ны ~ 
i 
3 
(| 


fl WHY, THE CHILD APPEARS 
To. BE SHOWING ΑΝ 

INCLINATION TOWARD HIM. 
AFTER ALL, 


AQ NOVELTY. 4 


| 


A BIT EXTRAVAGENT 
IN HIS FLATTERY, 
BUT THEN, ! LIKE 

EXTRAVAGENT FLATTERY! 


ο 
τ KNEW 1 HAD 
CHOSEN dd 


DID ! HAVE TO HIM 
AS A SUITOR? 


CAN YOU BELIEVE, А мош, WHERE CAN SHE ВЕ 
LORD THOMAS, THAT MY - SONGS 1 THOUGHT 
DAUGHTER ACTUALLY WISHED 3 ФР: VERY THING | MeL 
TO SELECT HER OWN HUSBAND? } 3 CEEDI 


5-2 "АҒ as THoUGH THE. ~ 
š FEMININE GENDER H. 
2 || ENOUGH SENSE ТО BE ТІ 


AD N 
RUSTED) t 


ч) 
WITH SUCH A DECISION? Ши М 
% 2 IF YOU wILL 


(EXCUSE mE, PLEASE, 
1 FEEL--- 
ΠΠ 


WHAT DID You ро 
To UPSET HER? 


FOR ALL THE 
WORLD! 


D Ё 
PERHAPS IT 15 MERELY THAT 
You'RE STILL A STRANGER To HER. 
WE SHALL GET You BETTER 
ACQUAINTED. TE | 


ІТ 15 CONTRIVED THAT ΤΗΕ BETROTHED 
COUPLE SHOULD HAVE SOME TIME TOGETHER 
777 SUITABLY CHAPERONED, OF CoURSE. 


HE HAS GIVEN mE To YA 
UNDERSTAND THAT--- 
YOU LIKE TO д 


МООА FATHER SUGGESTED 
THAT You MIGHTENJOY 
А STROLL IN THIS 
GARDEN. 


| SHALL LOOK FORWARD TO 
THAT HONOR WITH THE 
MOST TENDER ANTICIPATION, Ñ 


> YOURSELF OF IT, SIR, FOR 
MY FATHER IS LIKELY To g 
Bam, INSIST UPON IT. 


You MAY ASSURE М 


PRAY YOU, MILADY! HAVE 
| DONE SOMETHING TO 


О, 
OH! WHAT COULD POSSIBLY 
MAKE ME ANGRY? YOU ро NOT 
SEEM ANGRY AT HAVING TO MARRY 
guOMSOEVER YOUR FATHER, y 


mY FATHER DECREED 
1 SHOULD MARRY 


нощ COULD | BE 


ONE CANNOT BE FORCED INTO 
A CHOICE THAT ONE’S HEART. 


HAS MADE » 
ALREADY. 18 [X 


5 
THAT 
You. 


GO SPEAK 
To HIM, CHILD. | AM FATIGUED, AND 
WISH TO CLOSE MY EYES FOR A BIT. 


! say, 1 nm So TIRED, ӨС 
1 musT NEEDS CLOSE 
MY EYES! 2 k 


МЕ 
SHE MEANS 
YOU MAY KISS ME, 


BUT ONLY ГЕ νου STOP SPEAKING 
RS THOUGH You OWN ME 


WICKED, WICKED CHILDREN! 
* LADY FELICE, ро YOU KNOW WHAT 
YouR FATHER WILL ро WHEN НЕ 


DALLIANCE? 


ШІ T 


LEARNS OF THIS 


1 SAID | WOULD CLOSE MY EYES, 
BOT NOT THAT I'D SLEEP FOR А 
HUNDRED YEARS? 


IF HE 15 WISE, MY OLD 
FRIEND WILL’ MOVE 


IN THIS MANNER IS THOMAS INITIATED INTO 
THE WORLD HE WAS BRED To INHERIT. 


SINCE THEIR DISCOURSE WILL SHORTLY BECOME DOWNRIGHT 
SICKENING, IT'S AN OPPORTUNE TIME ТО LOOK IN ON 
NEDWIN. HE'D THOUGHT HIMSELF QUITE IMMUNE FROM 
THE PHENOMENON OF LOVE -AT-FIRST-SIGHT, WHICH 
OCCURS SO COMMONLY IN THE OLD STORIES, THIS SEEMS ТО 
HARK BACK TO AN AGE WHEN LIFESPAN S WERE SHORTER, 
AND INDIVIDUALS UNABLE TO SEEK OUT THE IDERL MATE 
AT THEIR LEISURE. IN SOME FAMILIES, THE TENDENCY 
RUNS VERY STRONG, AND NEDWIN, HAVING SEEN WHAT 
HAPPENED TO HIS FATHER AND ELDER GROTHER, 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN FORE WARNED. 


iN se, 


NWT vou сот то T 
PUT HIM ASHORE үт - 


SOON, CAPTAIN: ВР 


erab TREAND ГА квт 


IM AYE, ΙΕ 1 WANTED THE NATIVES 2 | 
Ато SACRIFICE ^m το А | 

Q | VOLCANO! 
3 


IT'S THIS WAY, CREW THINKS| 
‘You'RE TAKING ADVANTAGE ор. 
τ A HELPLESS CAPTIVE. 


THOUGHT To PUT IN 


AT ONE OF THE SETTLEMENTS 
WHERE WE TRADE. 


ч 
D 


Қ 
| 


Л < Γι 


με 
ШЕШІ) 


lil 
(il ШІ 
= 


Pr THAT SUITS ‘em WELL ENOUGH, THEY 
ARE PIRATES AFTER ALL, BUT TRY 
KEEPING HIM LIKE А PET, AND THEY'LL 
KILL HIM. THEY GOT NO LOVE FoR 

GENTRY, AND HE CAN'T БО 
NOTHING ABOARD SHIA 


ΠΠ] 
ШШЕ 


1СА LERRN'T 
THIS MINUTE--- 
AT THE FRONT 
OF THE SHIP. 


"Βου, QUALITY, 
Bow! 


VERY! WELLS > 
ВОТ WHY? 


| 775 AND NEDWIN LEARNS. 


HE IS NOBLE-BORN, AND JN HIS HOME COUNTRY, INFLUENCE соор 
SECURE HIM AN APPOINTMENT AS А SHIP'S OFFICER-- 


| GAVE ME WORD HE'D GO SAFE ASHORE! 
YONDER STANDS THE CLOUD ISLAND. 
‘EE CAN BE RID OF “im SOON ENOUGH P 9 
(WLLL 


NDERSTAND, BUT 
AT'S 


NO CONSOLATION, 
! LOVE THE SEA. 


"Nes 

| | e Love ες ск 
ҮЛ | Ὕτηκεο A LIVING 
\ |! | HEART T'po THAT. 


YOURS? CAPTAIN, Ж 
1 STILL WANT ТО 
MARRY You. 


You MEAN You wou: IFN 
TROUBLE ‘ge --- που WEREN'T A PIRATE? Jj 


ΝΑ, BLACKBOOTS, SHE LIVES Too Д] 


WILD FOR A RESPECTABLE LAD 
LIKE YERSELF. = 
==> 


THAT'S TRU 
ENOUGH 


A YERR--- YoU'LCL GET HOME 


BUT IT'S Мот A SAILOR SHE NEEDS, 
FOR THERE ARE SAILORS APLENTY 
UPON HER SHIR 


Teu B IST ΓΊΒΛΩΘΗΕΡ, QUALITY. 
€LOUD ISLAND'S INHABITED, 
AND SHIPS PUT IN ONCE, TWICE 


- I'm NOT GOING HOME, 
TELL THE CAPTAIN I MEAN ЖЕ 
ALL RIGHT. 225 То WAIT FOR HER. 


--- SHE'D PROBABLY WANT SQUINT, IS WHAT! BLAST! 
HE'S FAR WEALTHIER THAN | AM. MY VERY INCOME 15 


UNDER HIS CONTROL! 


OF COURSE! 
T'S A TEST! 51 DAY, ONE OFTEN 


IN OUR FOREFATHER 


AS FOR THE TREASURE), 


— 
< MLL FIND А WAY, “ΕΤ WELL, NOT IN 
SHE'LL ВЕ BACK, AND Ι’1ι BE HERE. THIS VERY SPOT) 


PERHAPS, 


HAD TO PASS A 
TEST, IN ORDER 
то win THE 
RUF AIR LADY. 


WIND, TALK TO THE CREW 
MY BROTHER HAS INFLUENCE 
BACK HOME-- PARDONS MIGHT BE 


ARRANGED, FOR THOSE WHO 
ARE WILLING. 


SUPERSTITIOUS SAILORS BELIEVE THAT 
CLOUD ISLAND HAS MAGICAL PROPERTIES. 
THERE ARE SEVERAL ODDITIES To BE 
NOTICED- 


INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION 


COURTESY ОҒ 
TINKER + COMPANY 


DID IT CRUSE 
THE SEA TO 
COME AFTER’ 
ME THAT WAY. 


ono! | THOUGHT THE PLACE 
рар AN ATR ABOUT ιτ. 


! H It 
—, 
| де; 
εντ 
ME NEDWIN, ОҒ 
CARABAS HALL. 7 
AN 
CARAGA 
WHAT, IN THE 


PERCEABLE KINGDOM? 


THE CLOUDS APPEAR To 
HAVE A SOURCE, 


17-85 DOES THAT 

NOISE. IT SOUNDS 

N VERY LUKE, 
UI THINK I CAN*-2 


You 5PEAK PA 


CFD 


WHAT MANNER. OF 


TTE 
INHABITANTS ARE w > 
ORG INS АТАН Эт 1 


MUST BE TINKER. 


TINKER HARBORS SUSPICION AGAINST NEDWIN’S BACKGROUND AT FIRST, 
BEING HIMSELF A REFUGEE FROM A WEALTHY LAMBLORD'S DISPLEASURE, 


TUNU 


T QE HAVE NO OVERLORDS š 
мри " You'll HAVE To EARN YOUR KEER 
OR BE ON YOUR WAY. 


HERE 


Um QUITE WILLING, 
ΙΕ YOU PROMISE NOT 
To SHOOT AT ME OR 
THROW THINGS WHEN 
1 MAKE А MISTAKE. 


‘if 8 | 
πῶς, Ημ Тий | 


= 
Ü 


NEDWIN IS ABLE TO OVERCOME THESE 
MISGIVINGS IN THE WEEKS THAT FOLLOW) 
WITH THE HONESTY OF HIS EFFORTS. 


J їл 


IN ΤΗΕ EVENINGS, THEIR TALES MAKE GOOD 
TELLING, THEY DISCOVER THAT THEY HAVE | 
AN ACQUAINTANCE IN COMMON, FOR THE 

TINKERS’ FLIGHT HAD TAKEN THEM PAST 
CARABAS VILLAGE --- 


ΑΝ ARISTOCRAT “5 MONEY) 
| HELPING COMMONERS — 
A SWEET THOUGHT. 
πι ῇ 

p 


Ls 


THE ALLOWANCE mv 1177 
FATHER LEFT МЕ---17571 
IN MY GROTHER'S tl 
KEEPING, BUT ILL 

SEND FOR VT. IT'S TIME ДІ 
OUR FRIENDS AT | rmi 
THE SETTLEMENT 
HAD A REAL 
BANK, ANYWAY. 


AS THE WEEKS BECOME MONTHS, NEDWIN MAKES 
HIMSELF USEFUL IN ΤΗΕ INVENTOR'S WORKSHOR 
WITH TIME AT HIS DISPOSAL, AND NO CURSES OR 
MISSILES TO DODGE, HE LEARNS WELL, STIRRED BY 
HIS FASCINATION FOR THE CURIOUS DEVICES, 


| ШШГ τ 
SSIGHE М | 


THIS ONE'S MY FAVORITE, 
IT LOOKS AS IF IT WOULD -WoR WE LACK THE 
WE BUILD IT: METAL IT REQUIRES, 


$0 WHY DON'T WE 


М 


ШІ 


Ls | \ | 
|| = “N Yol εἶ 
| | 3 
x | ΙΝ... 
ЕЕ YOU'RE NOT LIKE 
| THE REST, GUT 


BEING A LORD AND ALL, wh 
~- You EXPECT HIS ifs) 
ASSISTANCE? ( E 


SS 


А m рй 
"uf БЕС UM 
5 METAL, AND A 


ш) SMITH'S WORK, 
THEY'RE тоо 
T EXPENSIVE, 


S 


: А 
WHAT WE МЕ 7 
ÁN INVESTOR? 15 | 


MI 


NS 


ç 


; 
THAT'S IT! 
FOLKS WouLD PAY, 
WELL FOR THE Wor 
THESE MACHINES CAN 
WE COULD BECOME 
NO OFFENSE --- 
STINKING RICH! 
a A 

NO OFFENSE, YOU'RE 
PRACTICALLY FAMILY, BUT- 


ος 
> Z! 2 

4 E 
IT'S. JUST THRT-- IN THE OLD 
TALES, ΤΗΕ YOUNGER BROTHER 
50 OFTEN OUTDOES THE ELDER, 
Гр ASSUMED YOU WEREN'T On| 
THE BEST TERMS-- POSSIBLY 
HIS JEALOUSY HAD FORCED 
YOU FROM YOUR HOME, 


[QUITE THE CONTRARY, MY BROTHER 1 


HE HAS NO CAUSE; BY NOW, HE'S 
MARRIED THE LADY OF HIS HEART, 
AND 1 R 


VERY DEAR TO ME. AS FoR JEALOUS 


iT 15 А HAPPY UNION, 
THIS MARRIAGE OF THEIRS, 


Я HAVE | EVER TOLD 
| YoU HOW YELLOW 

S YOUR EYES ARE, 
My DEAREST? 


Жо, 
Mi 
ή 
dl 
mv HARPSICHORD -PLAYING 15 
INK, 


PLACE YOUR НА! AE 
PLACE THAT FINGER THUS Z 2, MUCH IMPROVED, ! TH 


7 CN puro 


4 


YES, DOES THAT NOT FEEL. BE 2 
Now, WITH YOUR OTHER HAND ΕΓ 


A LITTLE FARTHER DOWN SAF 
OH! THAT IS VERY боор! 


SWINE’S BOOK MIGHT PROVE 50 VERY 
INSTRUCTIONAL 2 | 


AT LEAST HE BELONGS To 
ONE OF THE SAFE 5ЕСТ5-- 


| ТТ 
ШҮ | 


4 


THEY HAD A FEW SMALL 
DIFFERENCES, OF COURSE 


ТТ 


ШІ 


Әуе --AND FOR 
x: WHAT WE ARE 
κ > ABOUT To RECEIVE, 
Í ОЙ PLEASE Το MAKE US 
| ТЕ АНД PROPERLY GRATEFUL, 
1 SUPPOSE IT IS C AMEN, 
m 


NICE THAT HE'S RELIGIOUS, 
AS LONG AS HE DOES NOT 
CONTINUE AT HIS DEVOTIONS 
ALL NIGHT! ті 

Ст 


ӨШІП) 


А 


То Be Continued... 


THERE WAS АМ ADDRESS. NOBODY WAS THERE, OF COURSE. 
THAT LEFT, IHE DNE CE 


WHEN THE CORPORATIONS BUILT THEIR 
ARCOLOGIES, THERE WERE PLACES THE GOVS 
WOULON'T LET THEM BULLDOZE. 


EVER SEE A ROCK? EVER LOOKED 
UNDER ONE? 


BUT | NEEDED ANSWERS, AND THIS WAS AS GOOD 
A PLACE AS ANY TO START LOOKING FOR THEM. 


Nag INE: THAT A MILLION TIMES 
BIG: NO YOU'LL HAVE THE 


1 COULD FEEL THE OLD 
EXCITEMENT COMING 
BACK. 


THE THRILL OF THE CHASE. 
THE PIECING TOGETHER OF 
THE PUZZLE. 


| COULD ALMOST FORGET WHO I 
WAS AFTER. 


ΤΗΕ BODY HAD BEEN FOUND IN E [ BUT METROPOL ΘΙΟΝΤ HAVE 
THIS ALLEY. ΤΗΕ EDGE. 


x 2 
METROPOL HAD ALREADY BEEN OVER 
THE AREA. 


IN THE SIMS, THE KILLER ALWAYS LEFT A TELLTALE > 22 АМО THE SUIT USED А 
BOOK OF MATCHES. ο PORTER БО MUCH FOR 


"dd NOW WHAT'S A PRETTY THING LIKE YOU DOING IN 
OUR NASTY ОГО GARBAGE? 


1 


THE RATS CONTROLLED THE UNDERCITY, АТ LEAST THOSE FARTS THE 
CORPORATIONS COULDN'T BE BOTHERED WITH. IF YOU WERE SMART, 
YOU DIDN'T MESS WITH THEM. 


RULE NUMBER ONE. NOBODY TAKES OUR 
GARBAGE WITHOUT OUR SAY SO. НАМ 


D IT 
L^ б OVER АМО MAYBE YOU GET ТО STAY PRETTY. 


THREATENING A CYBORG 
WASNT TOO SMART EITHER. 


IT'S JUST A LIGHTER, 
WHY DO YOU WANT IT? 


Ss 
z Ë SOMEBODY THOUGHT IT WAS 


WORTH KILLING FOR, PRETTY. 
| ΟΝΕ. MAYBE WE THINK SO TOO, 


WHAT YOU 
THIS. 


YOUVE GOT TO TELL ME RULE NUMBER TWO. | ASK THE 
KNOW ABOUT QUESTIONS HERE. MAYBE А FEW HOLES 
YOUR PRETTY HIDE WILL LEARN YOU 


N 


THERE'S 


ABOUT A ‘ 2 ABOUT HALF 


DOZEN OF THEM. HAVE GUNS. 


THE REST HAVE 
KNIVES ANO CLUBS. 


МЕ, IM ALONE, AND | 
| HAVE A HANDFUL OF 
ROCKS. 


ALMOST. 


A SIM, 


THERE'S A DETACHED FEELING TO FIGHTING WITH 
HARDWIRED REFLEXES. KIND OF LIKE WATCH 
BUT THE CHOREOGRAPHY ISN'T AS GOOD 


2 


G 


RUN FOR YOUR LIVES! 
SHE'S A CYBORG! 


| Б. ο 


SHIV, YOU SMEGHEAD! YOU 
NEARLY GOT US ALL KILLED! 


YEAH, LIKE SHE HAD A SIGN ON HER HEAD. 


THOU SHALT NOT ANNOY 
THE CORPORATION. 


IF | DON'T FIND THE SUIT-KILLER, THE 
CORPORATION MIGHT JUST DECIDE | 
SIMPLER TO SEND IN THE TROOPS 


A 


4 


AND MAKE А EXAMPLE ΟΕ YOU ALL. 


SO UNLESS YOU LOVE THE SMELL OF 
NAPALM IN THE MORNING, YOU'D 
BETTER START TALKING. 


JUST CAUGHT THE END OF IT. 
IT SOUNDED LIKE THEY KNEW 


EACH OTHER” 


"HE TAKES OUT THE SulT'5 BODYGUARDS, HE'S NOT 
PEN BREATHING EP THE SUIT TRIES TO RUN. 


Е DOESN'T GET FAR. 


| 


"HE TAKES THE BODY 
INTO THE ALLEY...” 


"HE LEAVES A FEW MINUTES 
ἘΠΕ THAT'S THE LAST | SEE 


THAT'S ALL. 
1 SWEAR! 


HERE'S MY_NUMBE! 
CALL ME IF YOU Se 
HIM AGAIN. 


NO PROBLEM, 
PRETTY ONE. 
L 


CALL ме THAT, 


AGAIN, AN К 
BREAK BOTH YOUR JÑ ` 


KILLER CYBORGS, 
CORPORATE TROOPERS, 
THIS USED TO BE A SAFE 
NEIGHBORHOOD, 


HELLO, SHIV.. 


1 WANT TO 
TALK ТО YOU. 


JEEZ, WHAT I5 THIS, THE 
BORG SECRET HANDSHAKE? 


YOU SHOULD SHOW YOUR BETTERS 
MORE RESPECT, ӨНІМ IT COULD SAVE 


YOUR LIFE. 


THEY KNOW YOU OFFEO THE SUIT, = 


AND THEY SENT HER TO BRIN 
ME IN. THE GOBE EO ENJOY A 
THEY, SHIV? жоу 


YOU KNOW EACH Š 
сно Вее NX. 


YES | KNEW HER, BUT THAT WAS 
LONG AGO. WHAT DID YOU TELL HER? 


I DIDNT TELL HER 
NOTHING, ΟΕΕ. 


TRY AGAIN, SHIV. 


SHE SAID THEYO SEND — 
IN TROOPS, DOLF... 


1 


/ SHE'S JUST TRYING TO 4 


GOING TO CALL НЕР, АМО n 
IS БАУРАП YOU'LL TELL HER. / . Eo 
á 3 Z P nn Б. 


YES, COLF? 


Ж». 


D Æ 


TREAT HER WITH RESPECT, OR 
ILL BREAK BOTH YOUR ARMS. 


GUARDIAN 
= КСС 


& TYGGER 


"THE RENEGAR AFFAIR" 


οσα 
WM tiles 


ДІК 


\ 


ΜΗ OBVIOUSLY YOUR MOTHER 
NEVER TAUGHT You ITS RUDE 


ІТ SEEMS | MUST TEACH YOU. 


ONE RAINY NIGHT IN A OA HOS... 


/ ж 
СЕООА C 


Th Y 
{ ВОЧ, X CAN HARDLY 177) АТ LEAST YOu GET 
Э WAIT То SHOOT АТ MORE THAN OWE ς 
THE ENEMS AND SHOT, WHICH IS ALL 7 
7 j |US HAND GRE- Y 
NADES EVER GET! // 


HAVE A CHANCE AGAINST 
THE ENEMY IF HELMETS } 
LIKE ME WEREN'T 
PROTECTING OUR 


/ слом, You'p NEVER У/7 
HAVE А FOXHOLE IF < 


[77 Loog, you want то X////Z// 
TALK PROTECTION-- 


7 DON’T MENTION WATER 
HA το ME! ALL THIS RAIN (S 

J GETTING us АММО мет! Ç 
/[ REMEMBER -- GUAS DON'T 
KILL THE ENEMY, 
BULLETS DO! 


THE ONLY REASON 

WE'RE /N A FOXHOLE 
IS THANKS το 
\ SHOVELS LIKE ME! )///, 


SOLDIERS DIDN'T CARRY 
CANTEENS LiKE МЕ 
FULL OF WATER! 


YOU KNOW, I NEVER ў 
WOULD’VE FOUNP J 
you Guys IF you {] 


УАКК/М?, 


7 Uy 


Жезді. эзме} 
Dae Фелә oj 


4t 
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Dear Penguins, 

Another step on the road to becoming #1 
Antarctic anthropomorphic letterhack (anyone 
can be a big frog by defining a small enough 
pond). 

Furrlough #17: Interesting cover. I wonder 
what's going on? Even after I noticed the title, I 
wasn't any wiser; been a long time since I read 
Dune. “Here Comes a Candle” is off to a 
rousing start, with fine drawing, a good 
Elizabethan milieu, and a big, interesting cast. 
The fairy-tale beginning is perfect, the 
frontispiece beautiful. Lots of good jokes, like 
the table of the elements on p.6. The story is 
just silly enough that the argument over who is 
to be the narrator is not intrusive. (Self- 
reference can be deadly if not kept in line.) 
“The Sound and the Furry” - see above, except 
that I also want to compliment Eric Oppen on 
getting the German in this episode mostly 
correct as well as funny. I hope that even 
monolinguals can understand “licht auf das 
Ende des Tunnel sehen”. (That's “am Ende des 
Tunnels”.) “Samurai Mice” is a deliciously 
funny dessert. And after that, another intelligent 
and enlightening letter column. I feel stupid not 
having seen the “penal Australia” connection of 
“Watering Hole” until Jason Gaffney pointed it 
out. 

Aztec Anthropomorphic Amazons #1: This 
was lots of fun; even the foreword was great. 
Kurt may be a little too apologetic about the 
title; after all, at least the cover is definitely 
Aztec. I would have liked to see the Shon 
Howell illo that inspired the book. All parts are 
good, but “Lights Out” is my favorite; funny 
nitwits, beautiful inks. 

Tank Vixens #2: This issue devotes less time 
to satirizing furversion and more to satisfying it, 
but it’s still fun: the proverbial dropped soap 
and the echo of Shanda on p.4, the explanation 
of why SF soldiers are such bad shots, the 
dangers of nostalgia, the cameo by the droids, 
and especially Anastasia’s bio. Good love 
scene; the dirty talk was less strained than last 
issue. This is one series I don’t want to see more 
of, though; I don’t think the joke would wear 
well. (Say, what does Paul Kidd think 
“chayim” means? It's not a German greeting, 
it’s a Yiddish/Hebrew toast.) 

Always carry a grapefruit, 
Philip M. Cohen 
White Plains, NY 


Dear Penguins, 
A little faster on the LoC this time. 
Furrlough #18 is an excellent issue. A good 
episode of “Stosstrupp”, notably the first page. 
My sympathies are with Karl. The best thing in 
the issue is the beautifully drawn and written 
“Here Comes a Candle”, with an even more 


DEER JOHN 


gorgeous splash panel than last time, a fine (and 
growing) cast of characters, and the first signs 
of how the title will become relevant. And 
“Girls Night Out” is a fine finish; beautifully 
done faces, funny cameo from Gold Digger, 
great last two pages. The best “Collars and 
Cuffs” yet. 

Star Jacks #1 didn’t do much for me, I'm 
afraid. It’s decently drawn and adequately 
scripted, but no more, so details can spoil my 
pleasure. Scott’s abominable attempt at a 
French accent me fait chier, and a couple of the 
women on the cover have such severe cases of 
alstonitis that it’s hard to believe they can 
remain upright. The bodies are better inside, but 
the faces aren’t so hot. 

Spelling: “Stosstrupp” p.4, scavenge. 

Always carry a grapefruit, 
Philip M. Cohen 
White Plains, МҮ 


Dear Penguins, 

Furrlough #19: A big guns cover, eh. But 
the story behind it is not bad at all. It has a 
Varcel’s Vixens feel to it - bad girls in space - 
though it’s in no way an imitation. The art is a 
little hard to follow at times but the storytelling 
is good. “Here Comes a Candle” has everything 
that made the first two installments so good 
except a splash panel, and I wonder if one was 
somehow lost. The story picks up with Nedwin 
already started on a journey of which there was 
hardly even a foreshadowing last time. 

Hit the Beach 1994: I don’t think this one is 
up to the 1993 edition, but it was still well 
worthwhile. It would have been hard to top the 
1993 cover, but this one is quite attractive and 
interesting. Inside there are too many pinups for 
my taste, but many of the one-pagers have too 
much substance to just be called ‘pinups’. 
That's a wonderful volleyball game in Pat 
Kelley’s p.2, for example, and the tar oil is good 
too. What’s that knife for? Rosales is excellent 
as always, beautiful and historically believable. 
And the Northern folks, Rovainen and 
Arnorsson, are snazzy and funny. Among the 
pure pinups I'd say my favorites аге the Shanda 
section and the Nakagawas. “Beach and Moan” 
is a great confrontation done by two of the best 
Antarctic storytellers, the no-question top of the 
issue. 

Always carry a grapefruit, 
Philip M. Cohen 
White Plains, NY 


Dear Penguins, 

Thave very little to say about Furrlough #20; 
“Here Comes a Candle” continues to be superb 
- and a bit more comprehensible now that we’ve 
got part 3. Would that be plans for a guillotine 
in the chest? “The Sound and the Furry” comes 
to a satisfactory conclusion. And “Jack” - well, 
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T guess it's not too bad for a superhero story. 
Eh. 
Always carry a grapefruit, 
Philip M. Cohen 
White Plains, NY 


To the Furrlough Editors: 

Iam writing to you as a big fan of your 
wonderful comic book. I started off with #7 and 
just received #19. Most excellent story titled 
“The Adventure” by M.A. Lewis and Scott 
Brooks. Most impressive art by Brooks, buuuut 
the bounty hunter Nabali threw me off guard a 
bit, a female warrior with a man's iron jaw as 
featured on pages 14, 17, and 20. Lewis's 
storytelling was real great except for a few lines 
on p. 18, panels 2 and 3. Panel 2: "Aggressive 
posture Alpha Komtu" ?? No idea what that 
meant, and in panel 3 “Rebut with preventive 
maneuver”, the most mind-boggling words I 
ever heard of before. Still, all in all, excellent 
story. Plus a totally awesome front cover. 
Question? What was the name of the captured 
black feline girl anyway? Hope to see more 
stories with Nabali and crew with Lewis & 
Brooks in the future. 

Just a few weeks ago, I received back issues 
of Furrlough #3,4, and #5 and the Hit the 
Beach issue. I loved every issue I received. 
What is breaking my heart is that issue #1 of 
Furrlough is sold out! ARRRGH!! Without #1 
and #6, I am dead in the water to find out what 
happens with certain episodes of “Stosstrupp”, 
“Why Desert Winds Howl”, “Empires” and 
others. I guess it’s my fault for not responding 
when I had the chance. 

Just out of curiosity, besides “Stosstrupp” and 
“Rainy Season”, are there other stories or 
drawings from other comic book companies 
with men & women in the German (or other) 
military armies? It does not matter if it shows 
modern tanks or futuristic space craft, please 
send an updated shopping list, because every 
time I read or look at pinups of other artist’s 
work, (for example: Furrlough #3, р.1, Briano’s 
art; p.32, Joe Rosales’s art; #4, p.2, Shon’s art; 
p.29, Jerry Collins’s art) I go absolutely crazy, 
insane, and fall in love with how they’re drawn, 
and it just makes me turn into a howling, crazed 
but kind, lovable werewolf. 

Well, time to go, said enough for now, can’t 
wait for the next issue of Furrlough, the roaring 
twenties! 

May Furrlough run on forever, 

Brian Chad Hudson 

Jacksonville, FL 
Almost all our letters from one guy! C’mon, 
folks! Philip can’t fill the whole letter column 
by himself every month! (Well, maybe, but it's a 
big responsibility!) Let's get some more letters 
in here! We reserve the right to edit letters for 
space or errors, but that's it! --EW. 


